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JFK International

P Facts and Figures

Project: Subsurface Utility Location & Designation

Location: JFK, Newark, Stewart and LaGuardia
Airports

Subsurface Utility Engineering (SUE) Consultant:
TBE Group, Inc.

Utility Management System Consultant: CDM
Annual SUE Contract: $1.5 million

Airport Operator: Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey

JEK Goes “SUE Happy”

egative connotations may spring to

mind when ‘SUE' is heard in conver-
Ik sation. However, airports are increas-

ingly finding this term to be overtly
positive. SUE does, after all, help prevent

schedule delays, excess costs and even lost
lives during construction,

SUE is an engineering-world acronym for
Subsurface Utility Engineering. And according to
the American Society of Civil Engineers, it has
gained considerable credibility as a significant
tool to reduce the risk from informational uncer-
tainty associated with underground facilities at
construction projects,

The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
(PANYNJ) has been benefiting since the 1990s,
when it began using SUE strategies during the
modernization of the Central Terminal area at
John F. Kennedy International Airport (JFK).

It now spends $1.5 million per year for SUE
services.
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“This goes back years and years in its develop-
ment and it has been a collaborative process that
has evolved to what it is today,"” says Jim Steven,
program director of Plant, Structures and Airport
Redevelopment for the PANYNJ Aviation Depart-
ment. “Back when we started in the early days of
the JFK Redevelopment Program, we recognized
we had a vast utility infrastructure and we didn't
really know where a lot of it was. We knew that
we had to start to establish some very serious
procedures in order to be able to ensure that not
only did we keep services to the unit terminal
buildings going, but that we were able to manage
it, move things and build anew all around that
utility infrastructure.”

Data Feeder

With the help of contractor COM, the Port Au-
thority developed an internal geographic informa-
tion Utility Management System (UMS) which is
fed with data from SUE firms, including the TBE
Group. PANYNJ commissions TBE to send field












